
GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL
MEETING MINUTES

LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library

DATE: 28 October 2014 TIME:  6:30 p.m.

IN ATTENDANCE: Melissa Aitken Marcie Kwindt
Robyn Darragh (Principal) Kristina Ducas
Dorothy Penney (V.P.) Barb Friesen
Amy Ferguson Mona Beimers

ABSENT: Jennifer Tackabury Christina Sunstrum
Rosanne Wall Casey Edwards
Liana Gallant Karen Bell

CHAIR: Melissa Aitken

SECRETARY: Kristina Ducas

WELCOME

Meeting was called to order at 6:33 pm.

Agenda & Minutes

Agenda was amended to include a change to the financial vote from September.

September Minutes Amendment - Silver Birch/Red Maple reading programmes only required 
$1,000 vice the $2,000 voted in September. Melissa motioned that vice having the school refund 
the money back to Council that the school use the surplus towards the sports equipment from 
their needs list. This motion was 2nd by Kristina Ducas. As quorum was not available at this 
meeting, an email vote will be conducted.
Secretarial Note: Email vote was conducted on 10 November. 

Motion to approve agenda and minutes: 1st - Melissa Aitken, 2nd - Kristina Ducas

Agenda and the amended September Minutes were approved pending the outcome of the email 
financial vote.

Secretarial Note: Email vote conducted 10 November. Motion was passed by majority vote.

CHAIR REPORT – MELISSA AITKEN

Taking Care - The Importance of Public Health
With increasing media coverage about public health concerns, Council often gets questions 
about what plans are in place in schools. The OCDSB has a strong working partnership with 
Ottawa Public Health (OPH) and Council keeps in regular contact. As public health 
professionals, their advice and advisories are followed when developing plans for schools. The 
OPH website has a wealth of useful information. Learn more about the current flu clinic 
schedule for the City of Ottawa, develop understanding of the Ebola virus, or read the resource 
material available about dealing with stressful events.
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School Council Insurance
School Councils are required to have insurance coverage for events and activities not under the 
control of the school principal. Historically, Councils have been encouraged to buy insurance for 
such situations. This year, as part of their Risk Management Strategy, the District will again be 
providing and paying for the School Council's liability coverage for the policy period 1 November 
2014 to 1 November 2015. The School Council $2 million third party liability insurance coverage 
will be provided through the Ontario School Boards' Insurance Exchange (OSBIE) and 
confirmation of the coverage will be sent to the School Council Chairs within the next month.

Speaker Series
Standing Up to Hate - Ending Discrimination and Intolerance - Dr. Eva Olsson will share her 
personal story about the Holocaust and being a prisoner in Auschwitz death camps. It's an 
amazing story about perseverance, resilience and hope. This session will be held on 5 
November from 7 pm to 9 pm at Sir Robert Borden High School, 133 Greenbank Road. 

Developing Social Emotional Skills in Children - Dr. Oliver John is an expert in understanding 
personality development. He will be speaking about children and the ways in which social 
development of children can affect outcomes. He will also talk about parenting strategies to 
support the development of social emotional skills in children. The session will be held on 11 
November from 7 pm to 9 pm at Sir Robert Borden High School, 133 Greenbank Road.

Different Folks, Different Strokes: Understanding and Supporting our Children Through School -
Dr. Maggie Mamen will examine how different personalities and learning styles can impact a 
child's experience of school, and will provide some ideas and strategies for encouraging 
independence, accountability and progress. Dr. Maggie Mamen is an award-winning 
psychologist and best-selling author who works with children and their families in a multi-
disciplinary private practice in Ottawa. She provides seminars and presentations to groups of 
parents, teachers and other professionals both nationally and internationally. This session will 
be held on 6 November from 7 pm to 9pm at Westwind Public School, 111 Hartsmere Road.

Seeking Volunteers
The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board is seeking to appoint up to three community 
representatives, who have an interest in issues related to exceptional children, to sit on the 
Board’s Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC). The Special Education Advisory 
Committee meets monthly to consider and make recommendations to the Board on special 
education programs and services to exceptional children. These recommendations help ensure 
that exceptional pupils served by the Board receive the special education programs and 
services that meet their needs. If interested in serving on the Committee, please forward a 
covering letter outlining your interest and résumé to Michèle Giroux, Executive Officer, 
Corporate Services.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – ROBYN DARRAGH

Website
Robyn thanked those parents who have provided some feedback on the new school website.  A 
few suggestions were received and have already acted on one.  Class timetables can now be 
accessed on the website. The school is also exploring the idea of adding direct links to staff 
email addresses. Currently, this feature is not on the site because it opens the teachers and 
staff up to receiving SPAM. Mr. Terrade is looking at ways to fulfill the request but keep the 
mailboxes free of additional emails by using his own coding.  
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Ottawa Fury Visit
GMS proudly welcomed the Ottawa Fury FC and their mascot Sparky on Wednesday 8 October.  
Members of the organization (Mark Sluban) and soccer team (midfielders Mauro and Tony) 
presented to students on goal setting, the importance of working as a team and perseverance. 
GMS thanks the Ottawa Fury FC for the donation of fifteen FURY soccer balls to the Phys Ed 
program, as well as autographs and ticket vouchers. Hopefully this made it home via backpack 
express.

School Resource Officer Visit
On 15 October GMS School Resource Officer (SRO) Cst. Hupe gave a presentation to all grade 7 
and 8 GMS students entitled Youth and the Law. In addition to discussions surrounding students' 
rights and responsibilities, this 45 minute interactive presentation outlined in "student-friendly" 
language what constitutes a crime and the process for being charged and arrested when a crime 
has been committed. Students got to witness a fellow student participating in a "mock-arrest" so 
they could understand the process and procedure the police follow in this event. The school is 
continually grateful for the valuable, proactive relationship provided through the School Resource 
Officer program and the community link offered to GMS through the SROs that work with our 
students. 

Municipal Election
On 27 October GMS was a polling station for the election. Everything ran very smoothly and the 
election officials were very impressed with the school and students.

Teacher and Staff PD Day
Friday 10 October was an important day of learning for Greyhound staff. Time was spent 
discussing growth and fixed mindsets, reviewing data, looking for trends and gaps, sharing best 
practices, examining the Supporting Minds document and working on the School Learning Plan 
(SLP).  An instructional coach has been assigned to the school who will work with the grade 6 
team as well as the school's Feeder School junior teachers to identify gaps and to ensure that, as 
a team, are best meeting the needs of the students.

EQAO
Last year 44 grade 6 students wrote the provincial assessment in June 2014. For the first time, 
GLP students from Terrade Centre wrote EQAO. Each student represented 2.27 percent of the 
data, with the results as follows:

• Reading - 70% (or approximately 31/44 students) met or exceeded the provincial 
standard
• Writing - 66% (or approximately 29/44 students) met or exceeded the provincial 
standard
• Math - 30% (or approximately 13/44 students) met or exceeded the provincial standard

Staff  dug deeper into the results, specifically focusing on the Math scores and found that 8 
students were considered high level twos, two received scores of 2.7, and six received scores of 
2.9. In terms of gender, in Reading and Math, the results were quite similar, in Writing, the girls 
outperformed the boys. Some other issues/challenges discovered were:

• Multiple choice responses - as students make selections to step 1 of a multi-step 
problem.
• Open answer questions - as students do not understanding the process or leaving 
responses incomplete. 

When the cohort of students are tracked and their results from grade 3 and 6 are reviewed there 
are some interesting statistics in Mathematics that are noteworthy.
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Finding Your Pathway Career Forum
On 29 October the grade 8’s are headed to the Finding Your Pathway Career Forum at the Ernst 
and Young Centre.  Students are looking forward to visiting the booths and hearing about various 
career possibilities. Skills Ontario will follow up with a special presentation on Thursday.

Dr. Olsson Presentation
On 3 November GMS is thrilled to see the return of Dr. Eva Olsson, Holocaust Survivor.  Eva’s 
presentation focuses on the effects of bullying and the importance of not being a bystander to 
injustice. Staff will happily set up a few additional chairs should Council members be interested in 
attending this presentation.

High School Planning
South Carleton High School - Even though it is still early in the 2014-2015 school year, it is time 
for grade 8 families to start planning for high school. Principal Anderson and Head of Student 
Services Mrs. Eady from South Carleton High School will be visiting GMS on 6 November at 6:30 
pm in the Library. The presentation will be focused on an introduction to the school, its programs, 
secondary school requirements and curriculum. A student visit will follow in December. 

Colonel By Secondary School - At Shipley Centre’s request, a representative from Colonel By SS 
will be at GMS on 17 November to provide students with information about their International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IBDP). The IBDP is a rigorous pre-university course of studies 
and is offered to students over their grade 11 and grade 12 years. Preparation for the challenges 
is begun in grade 9 and 10 through the enrichment and acceleration of various courses. 

Canterbury High School - A representative from Canterbury High School will at GMS on 18 
November to provide an information session for students interested in applying to their arts 
program in grade 9. The session will be held in Mrs. Friesen’s classroom, Room 114.

Healthy Transitions
The grade 7s will be participating in the Healthy Transitions program again this year.  Healthy 
Transitions is a mental health program through the Ottawa Public Healthy providing students with 
strategies to deal with the stressors they face at this age group.  Staff also met with Rideauwood 
Addiction Family Services and the grade 7 and 8s will be participating in the Drug, Alcohol and 
Peer Pressure program.
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TEACHER’S REPORT – BARB FRIESEN

Caribou Math Contest
GMS participated in the first Caribou Math contest this week. Here are the top three scores at 
the grade 7 and 8 level.

School School
Board Province Country World Name

1st 2nd 21st 26th 26th Katie Chen
2nd 6th 47th 57th 57th Justin Ma
3rd 9th 70th 88th 90th Thomas Neustadter

Only one G6 student wrote the contest:
School School

Board Province Country World Name

1st 27th 445th 519th 552nd Gareth Frolander
The next Caribou Contest #2 is on 12 November.

Upcoming Activities
• Jazz Band, G Notes, & Concert Band have all started.  
• Halloween spirit day will be on 31 October
• GMS Christmas Concert will take place on 11 December at 7pm. The Concert Band, 
Jazz Band, Gnotes and Guitar Club will perform.
• Remembrance Day Ceremony will take place on 11 November at 10:20am in the 
gymnasium. The Gnotes will perform at the Remembrance Day Ceremony
• The option of Winter Activity Days is being explored for downhill skiing / snowboarding, 
WOW program at Mount Pakenham and other options within the city. More information 
will be provided next month. Melissa volunteered to aid Ms. Wiggins should she need it.
• The Snowsuit Fund fundraiser is running until 13 November. Students can donate 
gently used outerwear and boots or money for the Snowsuit fund. 
• Operation Christmas Child is taking place right now. Students are encouraged to take 
home a box and fill it for a child in need. Deadline is 14 November.

QSP Magazine Fundraiser
Our QSP magazine fundraiser is ongoing. Although orders must be in by 31 October to be 
eligible for prizes, orders can be placed any time throughout the year and GMS gets a 
percentage of the sales. GMS school code is 3727435.

School Library
Mrs. Johnson would like to thank council for their ongoing financial support of the GSM school 
library and the Red Maple/Silver Birch programs. The students are always excited by new books 
in the library, and participation in the Red Maple/Silver Birch programs is enthusiastic and 
always involves a very large percentage of the student population. The school would not have 
such a great library at GMS without Council.

Walking Trail
Parents requested information about students access to the walking trail behind the school. 
Staff indicated that this is only used during supervised visits and that during recess students are 
not allowed down in the lower yard. However, Mrs. Friesen will confirm with the school's Green 
Team and report back to Council.
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TREASURER’S REPORT – MELISSA AITKEN

Melissa reported on Council current financials, which can be found at Annex A.

FOOD PROGRAM REPORT – MELISSA AITKEN

Melissa advised food programme is going well so far.

OCASC REPORT – SUSANNE BOWEN

Susanne mentioned that it is still required to complete the OCASC membership form for this 
year and the $35 fee.

Last OCASC meeting included items regarding CHEO's speaker series by Dr. Maggie Mamen 
and discussions surrounding building strong school principal and council relationships. This 
included the principal selection process and the Principal Profile, which is taken into 
consideration for principal selections.

OCASC is also using social media including both Twitter and Facebook, to which GMS already 
follows.

Should anyone have any issues or points they wish to be discussed at OCASC meetings please 
forward your points to Susanne.

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m. The next GMS Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 24 
November 2014 at 6:30 pm.
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Goulbourn Middle School Council
Profit & Loss

August through September 2014

Aug - Sep 14
Ordinary Income/Expense

Income
Food Program Income 23,074.47

Total Income 23,074.47

Expense
Bank Charges 1.50
Food Program Expenses

Extreme Pita 400.05
Hot Lunches Website 262.50
Supplies 141.59

Total Food Program Expenses 804.14
Grade 8 Grad Expenses (2013/2014) 179.27

Total Expenses 984.91

Net Ordinary Income 22,089.56

Net Income 22,089.56
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