
GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library 
 
DATE: Oct. 22, 2013 TIME:  6:30 p.m. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Melissa Aitken Gina Montgomery 
 Lisa Dixon Robyn Darragh (Principal) 
 Dorothy Penney (VP) Kim Newby 
 Fiona Livingstone Marcie Kwindt 
 Tina Binns Jennifer Tackabury 
 Barb Friesen (Teacher rep.) Sheena Church   
 Marie-France Jeaurond Lesley Andrews 
    
ABSENT: Rosanne Wall Susan Rabb 
 Jackie Kimmerly Lesley Moll 
 Kristina Ducas 
  
CHAIR: Melissa Aitken  
 
SECRETARY: Gina Montgomery  
               
 
 
REVIEW AGENDA & PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 
Melissa thanked everyone for coming this evening.  Fiona led a motion to approve the 
previous minutes from September.  It was seconded by Kim. 
 
Gina led a motion to approve the agenda “as is”.  Tina seconded the motion. 
 
 
CHAIR REPORT – Melissa Aitken 
 
Melissa advised that there is a presentation on “Teens and Substance Abuse and 
Empowering Parents” this coming Thursday at 7 p.m. at South Carleton High School. 
 
Melissa stated that we do not have to purchase insurance for Council.  The Board looks 
after it now and it will save approximately $800. 
 
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Robyn Darragh 
  
Robyn expressed a thank you to all joining us this evening for our meeting.  We are 
thrilled to report that two teachers have agreed to be our Teacher Reps. at our Council 
meetings.  Barb Friesen and Jen Shipley will share the role.  This evening, Lesley 
Andrews, Sheena Church and Marie-France Jeaurond have also joined us to see what 
School Council is all about. 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh 
 
October has been a busy month.  Extra-curricular activities are in full swing and we 
thank the staff for their time and dedication to providing these opportunities to our 
students.  We have completed our fire drills for the fall and will have our first lockdown 
practice next week.  We did have a chance to practice our “Shelter in Place” practice 
when there was a report that a bear was in Stittsville.  Unfortunately, with social media, 
it was much more exciting for students to report on Twitter and Facebook that we were 
in a lockdown while some students were being mauled by bears on the upper field.  It 
was somewhat worrisome that parental concerns were not shared with the school 
directly, but rather on Facebook, to our SRO and to the Superintendent, as we pride 
ourselves in being transparent with parents with our communication. 
 
Staff enjoyed a great day of learning together on October 11th.  In the morning, we 
focused on “THE BIG FIVE”.  The Big Five are the top five high yield instructional 
strategies that have been identified as a focus for teachers and schools across the 
District.  We then spent the morning examining our EQAO results as well as our School 
Improvement Planning for the first cycle.  We will be focusing on problem solving across 
all grades in all subject areas.  We will also be working on improving risk taking and 
perseverance.  Next month, I will speak more in detail to our EQAO data and Ms. 
Shipley, a member of our School Improvement Team will share our SIPSA goal with 
Council.  We also attended a presentation on Bullying and Mental Health with the South 
Carleton team. 
 
ACTION:  Robyn to share more details on EQAO data and Jen Shipley will share 
our SIPSA goal with Council. 
 
Individual Education Plans for our exceptional students were mailed home on October 
16th.  If you have not yet received your child’s IEP, be sure to speak with Mrs. Law 
(Grade 6, 7) or Mrs. Mulligan (Grade 8). 
 
I wanted to follow up regarding the potential Zumba evening in the New Year.  The gym 
is available most Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evenings before 8 p.m.  If Council 
would like to proceed, we would be happy to complete the rental paperwork on your 
behalf. 
 
ACTION:  Council to decide on confirming an evening of Zumba in the New Year. 
 
We wanted to remind parents of our Mental Health Information evening for parents 
presented by the Ottawa Public Health Department on Thursday, Nov. 7th from 7 – 8 
p.m. in the GMS gym.  Please share this information with your family and friends. 
 
The Healthy Transitions program will begin on November 4th for our Grade 7 and 8 
students.  This program discusses bouncing back from setbacks, handling every day 
struggles, talking to parents friends and teachers, handling feelings, worries and stress 
and how to get help if needed.  Our public health nurse will be in on Monday to 
introduce the program to the students and to explain the program evaluation process.  
To participate in the evaluation process, students must have parental permission. 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh 
 
We are thrilled to report that Goulbourn has been selected to receive a defibrillator.  In 
order to qualify, we needed to ensure that at least ten staff members were trained.  We 
are thrilled to report that on October 14th, eleven staff members received this training.  
We look forward to receiving this equipment and having it on site. 
 
Robyn thanked Council for their contribution toward the fulfilment of our Technology 
Plan.  We have all projectors and iPads on site.  We await the imaging that the Board 
must do and we are excited to get them into the classrooms and to offer after school 
workshops to our staff.  Mr. Terrade and Mme MacLaren have indicated an interest in 
joining in the New Year to share with you how these resources are being used at GMS. 
 
ACTION:  Mr. Terrade and Nicole MacLaren to share with Council how the new 
tech. resources are being used at GMS in the New Year. 
 
Robyn also wanted to extend a huge “thank you” to our former Treasurer, Andrea 
Easton for her dedication to our staff and students.  The staff presented her with a 
framed print of the school, created by Mme MacLaren, as a token of our appreciation. 
 
  
TEACHER’S REPORT –  Barb Friesen 
 
Barb advised the following from Terri Klassen:  Fifty-five students went to the Regional 
Intermediate Meet for Cross-country running on October 16th at Walter Baker Park.  
Both Grade 8 teams came home with first place banners, the Grade 7 boys were a 
close second and the Grade 7 girls came in fourth.  Of note were Jake Oracheski’s 
second place medal and Maddie’s third place medal.  There were also 6 ribbons and 
many top 20 finishes.  There were 43 runners that qualified to attend the Board meet on 
October 23rd.  The Grade 6 teams had a great day on Friday, Oct. 18th when they ran.  
The sun came out just in time for the girls’ team to come in 4th overall out of 20 schools, 
and the boys’ team was 6th.  There were two top 10 ribbons and several personal best 
times. 
 
Of note, the new tent was a FANTASTIC addition to the intermediate cross-country 
meet and for both football tournaments.  It works great, is easy to use, and is of good 
quality.  Thanks very much to Sue Rabb for her efforts. 
 
We are still continuing to collect Canadian Tire money for Phys. Ed. Equipment.  The 
goal this time is to purchase much needed eye protection for floor hockey and 
badminton. 
 
The Turkey Toss was a quick fundraiser.  Thirty-eight students paid a toonie for a 
chance to win a turkey for Thanksgiving dinner by sinking basketball “foul” shots.  
Connor Baumgart in Grade 8 was the clear winner with 9 out of 12 baskets.  Terri noted 
that $76.00 was raised towards the Phys. Ed. Equipment fund. 
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TEACHER’S REPORT –  Barb Friesen 
 
Barb advised that this year, we will be working on a musical production of The Little 
Mermaid, Jr.  Auditions will begin mid-November and the production will take place in 
April (firm dates to be confirmed).  There will be opportunities for students to take part in 
singing, acting, choral, set design and construction, costumes, stage crew and tech 
crew. 
 
Barb advised the following from Sandra Smith:  “Write On” continues to meet on Day 5 
in the Computer Lab and to be a venue for our students who enjoy writing.  One of our 
former students had her children’s book published and we have had a few win writing 
competitions.  If you hear of any competitions or contests, please feel free to forward 
the information to Sandra Smith.  Thank you. 
 
We have started a “Green Team” this year with a focus on reduce…reuse…recycle.  
We are registered with the City of Ottawa and are awaiting the arrival of our classroom 
green bins and we are registered as an Ontario ECOschool.  
 
From October 28th to November 1st there will be a Waste Free Lunch Challenge.  
Students will be encouraged to bring a litterless lunch.  The team will do a pre and post 
assessment to see what and if it had an impact.  An e-mail blast has been sent home 
and students will be reminded this week to bring a waste free lunch.  More information 
is available on www.wastefreelunch.com. 
 
The Team is excited about the upcoming year and in the future would like to have a 
Battery Collection Week and also introduce red wigglers to GMS.  Parents are invited to 
join our Team.  We meet Day 2 at 12:05 in Room 117.  Thanks for your support. 
 
Barb advised the following from Joanne Johnson (Library Tech.):  The school Library is 
in dire need of some new books and Joanne Johnson would like some amount of 
money to purchase some new ones.  This amount would be separate from the funding 
received for the Red Maple/Silver Birch program.  Thank you very much. 
 
Barb advised the following from Mrs. Mulligan:  The Ontario Library Association’s (OLA) 
Reading Programs were introduced to GMS and our School Council by Mrs. Mulligan in 
1992.  The OLA Reading programs run from Kindergarten to Grade 12 across Ontario; 
more than 250,000 readers participate annually in the seven programs across the 
province.  With our Grade 6, 7 and 8 populations, we are able to take part in both the 
Silver Birch and Red Maple reading groups.  Thanks to our School Council’s funding, 
we have added over 2,000 brand new fiction and non-fiction titles to our school library. 
 
Jen Benoit, Katherine Roesler and I with the assistance of Joanne Johnson, have run 
the OLA programs:  Silver Birch (for Grade 4/5/6) and Red Maple (for Grades 7/8/9) 
each year.  Over 100 students have taken part in these Reading clubs annually. 
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TEACHER’S REPORT –  Barb Friesen 
 
It is my sincere belief that these OLA Reading programs are extremely beneficial to our 
school as they: 
 

• Bring an excellent selection of contemporary Canadian books to the attention 
of children. 

  
• Encourage Canadian writing, Canadian authors, and the improvement of 

reading skills. 
 
• Reward children for reading by making them the judges in a province-wide 

literary event where they see their opinion is honoured (a celebratory party 
takes place in May after the awards are announced in Toronto at the Festival 
of Trees). 

 
• Provide opportunities for students to read together – to form book clubs of a 

sort. 
 
• Opportunities for electronic interaction with authors and young people across 

Ontario. 
 
• Provide a non-sports/non-musical extra-curricular activity for lunch recess. 

 
• Have provided over 2,000 new reading materials – both fiction novels and 

non-fiction books to the GMS library for the entire school to enjoy. 
 
• Provide teachers with sets of current novels for reading circles as part of their 

Language Arts programs. 
 
• Promote life-long reading as the program continues in high school (White 

Pine). 
 
• Students get excited about books and are already asking about this year’s 

selections. 
 

I do hope that some funding can still be found for reading programs in our school.  
Thank you. 
 
Lesley Andrews informed Council about the Caribou Math Contests and our students’ 
scores compared to other schools across the Board, across Ontario, Canada and the 
World. 
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TEACHER’S REPORT –  Barb Friesen 

 
The following information was given to us by Lesley Andrews: 
 
Caribou Math Contests       Test 1   October 16, 2013 
 
The Caribou contests are administered by Brock University and comprise a series of 6 
tests spread throughout the school year. These are open to any student in Canada (and 
the World). The tests are completed on-line with a 60 minute time allocation. Students’ 
final rankings are calculated based on their best 5 scores. 
 
Families have paid to register their children and we extend particular thanks to the 
Popov family for helping to reduce costs for other students. 
 
At the grade 7/8 level, 27 GMS students volunteered to participate. This was a mixed 
group, with varying abilities.  
 
The top 4 GMS students scored more than 75% and were ranked as follows: 
Between  5th and 15th in OCDSB 
  50th and 107th in Ontario 
  64th and 139th in Canada 

65th and 142nd in the World  A total of 4486 students participated 
world-wide. 

The lowest GMS score was 2759th out of 4486. 
 

     Score 
Comparisons 
  
 
 
 
 
GMS students scored particularly well in the following 

categories: 
 
Category GMS 

       
Whole 

Population 
Arithmetic 67%  

   
44% 

Geometry 63% 41% 
Interactive 74% 55% 
Inverse problem 70% 38% 
Number theory 76% 45% 
Patterns 67% 34% 
Probability 67% 34% 

 
 

Average 
number 

 of correct  
answers  

 
/24 

GMS 14 
Whole Population 9 

Average score  
GMS 56% 
Whole Population 35% 
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TEACHER’S REPORT –  Barb Friesen 
 
GMS students scored below the population average in 2 categories: 
 
Category GMS Whole 

Population 
Algebra 15% 22% 
Other 30% 31% 
 
In all other categories, GMS scores were comparable with, or higher than the population 
scores. 
 
Because of a very short timeline to register the students and facilitate the contest, this 
year’s group took the test with minimal preparation. 
 
All students have access codes to view their own records, and have access to all 
previous Caribou tests, with solutions and video solutions in some cases. There is also 
a series of games and “Calcrostics” which they are encouraged to play, to improve their 
flexibility and critical thinking. 
 
I consider their first results to be remarkable, and foresee improvement as they gain 
experience with the system and the material being tested. 
 
The next contest will be on November 13, 2013. 
 
Marie-France advised that French Club starts tomorrow.  Students in Core French/MFI 
or EFI can drop in for extra help or to do an assignment. 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Lisa Dixon 
 
Lisa advised that as of October 22, 2013, the bank balance is $36,686.26. 
 
 
FUNDRAISING REPORT – Kim Newby/Melissa Aitken 
 
Kim advised that she will be getting together with Melissa to get flyers ready for 
distribution of the Equator Coffee fundraiser. 
 
ACTION:  KIM AND MELISSA TO DISTRIBUTE FLYERS FOR EQUATOR COFFEE 
FUNDRAISER. 
 
                                 
FOOD PROGRAM REPORT – Rosanne Wall 
 
Nothing to report as Rosanne was absent. 
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PREVIOUS BUSINESS 
 
Robyn advised that an e-mail blast will be going out to the school community regarding 
any objections to the school’s Library naming to be the Helen Sutton Library.  Parents 
are to complete a form on-line and submit it with comments/objections back to the 
school.  More information to follow. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Melissa advised that the Red Maple/Silver Birch reading program is requesting funding. 
 Gina led a motion to give $2,000 for the Red Maple/Silver Birch reading program.  The 
motion was seconded by Kim. 
 
Gina led a motion to donate $500 to the school Library for new books to be purchased.  
All were in favour. 
  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Melissa motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Marcie seconded the motion.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD TUES., NOVEMBER 26, 2013 @ 6:30 
P.M. 


