
GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL
MEETING MINUTES

LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library

DATE: Oct. 23, 2012 TIME:  6:30 p.m.

IN ATTENDANCE: Melissa Aitken Gina Montgomery
Leigh-Anne Sheldrick Andrea Easton (Treasurer)
Chantal Racine (Principal) Robyn Darragh (VP)
Tracy Smith Michele Clarke
Susan Rabb Andrea Davitt
Tricia Redmond Jo-Anne Schroeder

ABSENT: Teacher Rep.

CO-CHAIRS: Melissa Aitken and Leigh-Anne Sheldrick

SECRETARY: Gina Montgomery
                                                                                                                                                            

REVIEW AGENDA & PREVIOUS MINUTES

Melissa welcomed everyone to the meeting and everyone introduced themselves, as
we had some new parents join us.  The new parents that joined the meeting were
Andrea Davitt, Tricia Redmond and Jo-Anne Schroeder.  All agreed to be Members at
Large.

Melissa led a motion to approve the new list of executive.  It was seconded by Andrea.

Melissa led a motion to approve the May minutes.  Michele seconded the motion.

Andrea noted changes under the Principal’s Report and under the Treasurer’s Report
in the Sept. minutes.  Under Principal’s Report - New staff “Laura Hindell is
misspelled.   It should read “Laura Hindle”.  Also, under Treasurer’s Report, it was
noted and changed that “This year’s food program money is down”, and  “We spent
$3,392 more than we fundraised last year.”  Melissa motioned to approve the
changes.  Andrea seconded to approve.

ACTION:  Gina to make noted changes.

CHAIR REPORT – Melissa Aitken

There was nothing to report at this time.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT - Chantal Racine

Chantal expressed a thank you to everyone who came this evening.  There was
nobody available this month for teacher representation, so Chantal gave us an
update.

For an update in athletics, Chantal advised us that Terri Klassen took 25 Grade 6
students to the cross country regionals and they came home with happy, smiling
faces. 

Our team did not place in the top 3, but there were a number of top 20 finishes.

Both Grade 7 intermediate teams brought home first place banners, the Girls’ Grade
8 team placed second and GMS was the Grand Aggregate champion.  There were 2
gold medals, 1 silver medal, numerous ribbons, top twenty finishes and personal
bests.

At the Board-wide meet, of the 63 runners who went to the regionals, 50 returned to
race against the best in the Board.  A 4th place finish was our best result, and we are
VERY proud of the entire team and the excellent sportsmanship that was
demonstrated.

Two Grade 7 Students stopped their own race to help out an injured competitor.

The Intermediate Boys’ and Girls’ Volleyball has begun.  Mme Klassen is coaching
the girls and Ms. Darragh/Mr. Chalk are coaching the boys.

Reading clubs are underway:  Mrs. Thompson hosts the Eager Readers Club every
Day 1 at lunch time and Mrs. Mulligan has ordered the materials (thanks to the School
Council Wish List funds) for the Red Maple and Silver Birch Reading Programs.  Mrs.
Roesler and Mrs. Mulligan will be meeting with the members of those reading clubs
to read and discuss the novels—materials typically arrive before Christmas and voting
takes place on April 22.

We hope that the Ontario Library Association will announce an Ottawa date for a
Festival of Trees like the one we attended with 50 of our students this past spring at
Carleton University.

The Social Action Committee is mentored by Sandra Smith.  Each year, we try to
support one of our local food banks.  This year, it was brought to our attention that the
Stittsville Food Bank’s reserves are at their lowest level in 10 years.  We are therefore,
hosting a Food Drive until Oct. 31st.  The class with the most donations will win a
mystery prize.

Also, Ms. Smith is gearing up for a Shoe Box project with Gina.  More details will follow
in a blast once details are available.
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ACTION:  Gina to provide Sandra with Operation Chrismas Child shoe boxes.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) - Chantal Racine

Student Council is organizing a Spirit Day and dance for Halloween which will take
place on Oct. 31st.  On Monday, Oct. 29th, student leaders will be attending an Ottawa
67’s
game as a thank you for their leadership and character development.  They have
helped spread the word about the Social Action committee’s Food Drive.

The concert band started last week and will continue on Day 4 at noon.  When Mrs.
Wiggins is back full time and gets the green light from her doctor, she will also start
an after school practice on Tuesdays from 2:30 – 4:00 p.m.

Approximately 70 students are showing an interest in attending the rehearsals.

The jazz band starts this Thursday and will continue on Day 1 at noon.

A Guitar club began two weeks ago and is run by a GMS parent by the name of Mr.
Paul Spafford.  It is also supervised by Mrs. Thompson or Mrs. Wiggins.  The club is
open to any interested student who plays acoustic, bass or electric guitar.

The Christmas concert is currently set for Dec. 13th, but may need to be changed to
mid-January because of our later start this year.  Stay tuned for more details.

The Remembrance Day ceremony will be on Friday, Nov. 9th at 10:30 a.m. in the gym. 
This will be a formal day (students to dress up) and the ceremony will include multi-
media presentations, class wreaths and the sale of poppies.

LA materials from Veterans’ Affairs will be distributed to the classes (bilingual
content), so teachers can use them in the week leading up to Remembrance Day.

Progress reports will be sent home on Nov. 8th and the scheduled PA day for
parent/teacher interviews is on Fri., Nov. 16th.  As in the past years, staff will be holding
interviews on the evening of Nov. 15th and during the morning of the 16th.

There will be an upcoming Character Education presentation by Jer’s Vision on Tues.,
Nov. 27th.  The motivational address will be by Jeremy Dias.  He talks about his
experiences facing racism and homophobia in a rural Ontario school and how he
overcame discrimination by setting legal case precedent and eventually, starting a
not-for-profit organization.  Jeremy was named the City of Ottawa Citizen of the Year,
was an Ontario Youth Medal winner and nominee for the Teen Choice Awards.  As our
character trait for the month of November is Respect, we feel this is an excellent way
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to create a positive community culture.

The Grade 8’s are going to the CE Centre on Oct. 30th for the “World of Work”. 
Information will be given on careers, trades and pathways.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Andrea Easton

Andrea advised us that the first round of food cheques have been deposited.  There is
$530 in NSF cheques.

With regards to expenses, there was one subsidy given for milk and $44.97 was
spent on insulated coolers for the Health Bar.  It hasn’t been a complete month yet for
milk and there are still orders coming in.

Andrea stated that the cheque for the Parent Engagement Program was misplaced by
the Board and a replacement cheque is on the way.

FUNDRAISING REPORT – Melissa Aitken/Rosanne Wall

Melissa will be going ahead with the coffee and fudge fundraisers in November.  Gina
will assist Melissa with these fundraisers.

On Nov. 7th there will be a Chapters’ Night from 5 – 9 p.m. at Kanata Centrum.

NEW BUSINESS

Melissa spoke with Andrea and felt that $5,000 should be given to Chantal for needs
assessment.  The needs assessment has previously funded the purchase of SMART
boards, paid for more than 50% of the Director’s Cut program, paid for sports’ team
jerseys, gym equipment, media carts, etc.  These monies are used to benefit as many
students as possible.

Melissa led the motion to give Chantal $5,000 for needs assessment.  Andrea
seconded the motion.

Melissa brought to our attention about whether Council requires insurance.  The
insurance will cost approx. $185/year.  It was decided that it was not necessary and
we would leave it for now.

Michele Clarke advised us that the Milk Program will be cancelled in December, if we
do not get more volunteers.  We need at least three more people in order to have
enough back up for milk.  There are currently, 95-96 families partaking in the milk
program.

Gina suggested that a collapsible canopy be purchased for the school’s use (i.e. track
meets, Gr. 8 Farewell ceremony, etc.).  In the past, gracious parents, like Michele have



GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL 5
MEETING MINUTES

donated the use of their own canopies for track & field meets.

Melissa motioned to give $200 to purchase two canopies for the school.  Jo-Anne
seconded the motion.

ACTION:  Sue Rabb will purchase 2 canopies.

NEW BUSINESS (CONT’D)

Chantal advised council that there will be a committee formed to name our school’s
library.  Helen Sutton used to be Goulbourn’s Head Librarian back in the day when the
school was a Public School which included Kindergarten to Grade 8 students. 
Council members agreed that it was an excellent idea.

ADJOURNMENT

Melissa motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Gina seconded the motion.  Meeting
adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD TUES., NOV. 27, 2012 @ 6:30 P.M.


