
GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library 
 
DATE: Nov. 26, 2013 TIME:  6:30 p.m. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Melissa Aitken Gina Montgomery 
 Lisa Dixon Robyn Darragh (Principal) 
 Kim Newby  Jen Shipley (Teacher rep.) 
 Fiona Livingstone Kristina Ducas  
  
ABSENT: Dorothy Penney (V. P.) Rosanne Wall 
 Susan Rabb Marcie Kwindt 
 Jackie Kimmerly Lesley Moll 
 Jennifer Tackabury Tina Binns 
  
CHAIR: Melissa Aitken  
 
SECRETARY: Gina Montgomery  
               
 
REVIEW AGENDA & PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 
Melissa welcomed and thanked everyone for coming this evening.  There will be no 
meeting in December, so our next meeting will be on January 28th, 2014.  Melissa led a 
motion to approve the previous minutes from October.  It was seconded by Kim. 
 
Melissa led a motion to approve the agenda “as is”.  Fiona seconded the motion. 
 
 
CHAIR REPORT – Melissa Aitken 
 
Melissa advised that there is a presentation on “Evaluation and Assessment” tomorrow 
night from 7 – 9 p.m. at Nepean High School by Damian Cooper discussing  recent 
changes. 
 
Melissa stated that the Parade of Lights is this coming Saturday at 6 p.m. on Main 
Street in Stittsville.  
 
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Robyn Darragh 
  
Robyn thanked everyone for joining us this evening and welcomed Jen Shipley as the Co-
Teacher Rep.  It is hard to believe that this is the final Council meeting of the year! 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh 
 
November was a busy month.  We hosted our annual Remembrance Day assembly.  In 
typical GMS fashion it was a very touching ceremony.  We had a number of guests in 
uniform attend and to this day we are still receiving compliments that it was one of the best 
services they have ever attended.  One Dad commented this morning that he called his 
superiors in Petewawa and shared how impressed he was with Goulbourn and the caliber 
of the presentation.  Thank you to Mrs. Wiggins and Ms. Shipley for the time and effort they 
put into this important occasion. 
 
Despite the fact that it is still early in the school year, transition planning for our grade 8 
students has begun.  We had a nice turn out for our South Carleton information session last 
Wednesday evening.  Students will be visiting South on December 17th.  Forms have gone 
home via backpack express.  If you did not receive a copy, please contact your child’s 
Homeroom teacher or Mr. Brown. 
 
Paperwork for the grade 8 trip went out last week.  A parent information session has been 
scheduled for tomorrow evening.  A rep from the tour company will be at GMS to speak to 
the itinerary and answer any questions parents may have.  We do require a commitment 
from 100 of the 137 to proceed with the program.  Forms are due by December 9th. 
 
Our defibrillator has arrived!  It has been placed near the office and the signage has been 
put up.  Let’s hope we never have to use it! 
 
I am happy to report that the consultation phase of naming the Goulbourn Middle 
School Library in honour of the late Helen Sutton is now complete.  We provided the 
community with an opportunity to voice their opinion through an online survey or by hard 
copy. 
  
One hundred and three people responded to our questionnaire.  Ninety percent (93 of 
103) of respondents were supportive of the motion brought forth at School Council and 
ten percent (10 of 103) of those who responded did not have an opinion. There were no 
objections to the motion. 
  
I have shared the information with Superintendent Peter Gamwell as that the next phase of 
the process is passed along to him.  He is to write a letter to Directors Executive Council 
(consisting of the Director, Associate Director and Superintendent of Instructions) 
recommending that the GMS Library be named in honour of our former teacher-librarian 
Helen Sutton.  Should this recommendation pass, it would then be presented at an 
upcoming Board Meeting.  More information to follow. 
 
We want to invite you to join us on December 19th at 6:30 p.m. for an evening of festive 
songs performed by our G notes choir and our Concert and Jazz Bands.  
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh 
 
We wanted to take some time to share our EQAO results and talk about our School 
Improvement Plan for Student Achievement.  We have prepared a short PowerPoint 
presentation for you. 
 
Key Information from PowerPoint 
 

} Reading- 74% of our grade 6 students met or exceeded the Provincial standard 

} Writing- 70% of our grade 6 students met or exceeded the Provincial standard 

} Math- Only 31% of our grade 6 students met or exceeded the Provincial standard 

  School Board  Province 
Reading 74 78 77 
Writing 70 77 76 
Math 31 60 57 
 

} In 2012-2013, only 54 students (each representing 2% of our results) wrote the 
Junior Provincial Assessment as opposed to the 148 students who wrote the year 
before. Of these 54 students, 28% have special education needs. 

} While we had seen huge strides in our students’ ability to communicate their thinking 
and take risks during our SIPSA cycle and on EQAO, we found that students were 
no longer attempting to answer questions, did not persevere with multi-step and/or 
open response questions, and made significant errors in multiple choice questions. 

} Our girls outperformed our boys in Reading and Writing, and for the first time, our 
boys outperformed our girls in Math.  

} Overall, 40% of students who met the provincial standard in grade 3 did not meet it 
in grade 6. 30 % of this cohort maintained the Provincial standard in 2012-2013. 
30% of this cohort has never met the Provincial standard. 

The link to the School Improvement Plan presentation will be posted on the GMS website. 
 
Finally, on behalf of the staff, I would like to wish all of the members of the School 
Council Happy Holidays.  We look forward to being back together in 2014! 
 
TEACHER’S REPORT –  Jen Shipley 
 
Future Aces 
 
We were lucky enough to have a school visit from Bernice Carneghie, one of the 
founding members of the Future Aces program who travels around to schools sharing 
her Father’s dream of empowering students through positive thinking and demonstrating 
positive character traits to create a culture of caring, participation and action for others 
in the school and community. 
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TEACHER’S REPORT (CONT’D) –  Jen Shipley 
 
The assembly was followed by 8 students attending a three day conference to give 
them skills and ideas to implement into the wider school population. 
 
This leadership group will be increased in number and work co-operatively with other 
proactive groups such as school council and the Green Team to put a number of 
initiatives in place at Goulbourn. 
 
In January, the Future Aces foundation will be sending some representatives to provide 
workshops to our student leadership group with some workshops and guidance as they 
plan their initiative. 
 
From the Library 
 
Joanne would like to thank Council on behalf of all the students for the money directed 
to the library.  She has already spent most of it and the new books are greatly 
appreciated and enjoyed. 
 
J.L. would also like to thank Council for the money for the Silver Birch and Red Maple 
programs.  The books are ordered, and we are eagerly awaiting their arrival. 
 
QSP Fundraising 
 
We will be doing the QSP magazine fundraiser again this year. It promotes reading 
while raising funds for the Phys Ed. department. The fundraiser will run from Nov. 29th 
to Dec. 13th. 
 
Operational Christmas Child 
 
This year, the students participated in the Samaritan’s Purse “Operation Christmas 
Child” project again.  Their goal was to surpass last year’s contributions of 65 boxes to 
100 boxes.  We are very pleased to announce that we not only met our annual goal, but 
actually exceeded it!  Goulbourn Middle School students contributed 115 boxes for the 
2013 season of giving. 
 
iPads and Projectors 
 
We are happy to report that the iPads and projectors have been deployed and are being 
readily used by students throughout the school.  They have been distributed in pods of 
eight, so all classes have access to them. 
 
Tech Training 
 
Thanks to Nicole MacLaren and Kevin Terrade, GMS staff are being offered regular 
workshops and information/training sessions on our newest technological additions.  So 
far, we’ve attended workshops on using the iPads, and building teacher/classroom 
websites.  We are looking forward to more in the future. 
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TEACHER’S REPORT (CONT’D) –  Jen Shipley 
 
Popcorn Fundraiser 
 
The office has been selling popcorn at morning recess on an ongoing basis.  It has 
been very successful so far with the proceeds going to help with the Grade 8 end-of-
year trip. 
 
Intramurals 
 
Intramurals are up and running as of this Friday.  Students have signed up and been 
placed on teams.  The schedule and teams are posted in the hall going into the 
gymnasium for students to reference.  Grade 8 students have been asked to act as 
referees and coaches for the teams.  A variety of sports will run through the winter 
months; beginning with Volleyball and followed by floor hockey. 
 
Luv 2 Groove 
 
We will once again be participating in the “Luv 2 Groove” Dance program.  Students will 
participate in an organized dance program to learn Bollywood dancing this year.  The 
response from students was so positive, that extra funds raised by this initiative will be 
forwarded to our Phys. Ed. program for new and improved equipment. 
 
Green Bins 
 
The Green Team is kick starting their Green Bin Project here at GMS.  We will be 
having an assembly next week to educate and inform us of how the program will be run. 
 
Healthy Transitions 
 
GMS and our Public Health nurses have been working together for the past three weeks 
to learn about Healthy Transitions, positive self-talk, building self-esteem and making 
positive choices.  Students are nearing the end of their five week program and have 
learned a lot along the way. 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Lisa Dixon 
 
Lisa advised that as of November 26, 2013, the bank balance is $30,177.24. 
 
 
FUNDRAISING REPORT – Kim Newby 
 
Kim advised us that we have made approximately $835.00, so far on the Equator coffee 
fundraiser.  There may be more orders to come in.  Robyn stated that she would make 
an announcement to remind teachers to hand in any remaining orders. 
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FUNDRAISING REPORT (CONT’D) – Kim Newby 
 
Kim stated that the Christmas Cookie Walk will take place on Tues., December 17th.  
Jen Shipley’s students will be graciously helping out by making posters, 
announcements and assisting the volunteers with the ticket sales. 
 
Jennifer Tackabury  is still planning to run a Zumba Night sometime in the New Year.  
More details to follow. 
 
Kim suggested that we possibly have a Chapter’s Night around Mother’s Day, as it is 
getting too close to organize something before Christmas and volunteers may be 
difficult to get. 
 
                      
FOOD PROGRAM REPORT – Rosanne Wall 
 
Nothing to report as Rosanne was absent. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Melissa motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Gina seconded the motion.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD TUES., JANUARY 28, 2013 @ 6:30 P.M. 


