
GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL
MEETING MINUTES

LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library

DATE: May 22, 2012 TIME:  6:30 p.m.

IN ATTENDANCE: Gina Montgomery Jacqueline McKenzie
Andrea Easton (Treasurer) Chantal Racine (Principal)
Robyn Darragh (Vice-principal) Melissa Aitken
Leigh Anne Sheldrick Terri Klassen
Rosanne Wall

ABSENT: Michele Clarke

CHAIRPERSON: Jacqueline McKenzie

SECRETARY: Gina Montgomery
                                                                                                                                                            

REVIEW AGENDA & PREVIOUS MINUTES

The agenda was approved with one addition under New Business.  Melissa will be
discussing the benches for the retiring teachers.

The minutes of April 24, 2012 were approved.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT - Chantal Racine

Chantal expressed a thank you and appreciation to everyone on council attending this
evening.

An e-mail blast went out regarding all positions that are available for council in the fall.
 There has been no response yet, however she is hopeful for some feedback from
parents.

Another e-mail blast regarding an accounting summary of how funds are used by
council will be on the Goulbourn Middle School (GMS) website.  There has been a
new policy brought on by the school board due to other schools having issues.  There
will be new procedures to follow in the fall.

There were 50 Grade 6, 7 & 8 students that went to the Festival of Trees event at
Carleton University on May 17.  Students were thrilled to attend workshops with
authors and illustrators and many won prizes including Festival frisbees and books. 
We received many Silver Birch and Red Maple novels signed and they are now in our
library.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Cont’d) - Chantal Racine

EQAO begins May 29, 30 & 31 for Grade 6 students during periods 1 – 4.  Teachers
are asked to remind students to make sure they get a good rest and have breakfast in
the morning.

Jacqueline suggested that council fund breakfasts at school in the future on testing
days.

June is soon upon us with the Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony on June 27 at 8:30 a.m. in
the gym.  The last day of school is June 28.  There will be a Family BBQ from 11 –
noon with a dunk tank, etc.  Parents are encouraged to attend.

TEACHER’S REPORT – Terri Klassen

Mrs. Crawford’s band, jazz band and Grade 6 ensemble had a great show last
Tuesday with a full house of enthusiastic parents.  The band is off to Bark Lake
Leadership Camp on May 28 – 29.

Mrs. Mulligan, Mrs. Benoit and 50 students attended the inaugural Festival of Trees at
Carleton University this past Thursday.  Students asked great questions at the author
Q & A session and everyone had a very enjoyable day!

Mrs. Thompson and students meet every Day 2 in the library for the Eager Readers
Club. Students who enjoy reading are invited to come for the lunch hour to lounge and
bring their favourite reading material.

Mrs. Hillsdon, Mrs. Benoit and Mrs. Thompson report that Grade 6 students have
begun try outs for the Track and Field meet being held on June 4 at South Carleton
High School.  Top athletes are permitted to compete in three events each.  Students
are very keen with the Wall of Fame leader board.  When the teams are chosen, the
dates are June 5 (Gr. 7 & 8’s) and June 12 (Boards, if we qualify).

Mrs. Norton and Mr. Peacock stated that the senior girls and boys soccer teams will
have their tournaments on May 29 at the Kanata Rec. Centre.  They are excited to play
in the tournament and have been practicing since the beginning of May.

Mrs. Norton reports that the milk bag mats are nearly completed.  A group of girls have
been contributing their stringing and crocheting skills to the project.  They are for a
“secret” mission…more to come later.

Mrs. Norton also reports that the Craft Clubbers have made bracelets and necklaces
this month at recess out of beads, coloured string and some gimp.
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TEACHER’S REPORT (Cont’d) – Terri Klassen

Mrs. Sammon reported that the Card Club has been meeting every month throughout
the year to make greeting cards for a variety of occasions.  Most recently, Angry Bird
and Mother’s Day cards have been made.  Mrs. Sammon stated that it was a real joy
seeing her passion brought to life through the eyes and talents of such young artists! 
She is looking forward to coming together one last time to make Father’s Day cards,
as well as the school-themed “Congratulations/Graduation” cards.

Mrs. Klassen stated that Grade 6 teachers are preparing students for EQAO by
introducing them to the types of questions they will see and exemplar answers from
previous years as encouragement and stress reduction.

Also, Mrs. Klassen tried a new program this year with loaning activity equipment to
focus students on the yard.  Footballs, basketballs, soccer balls and skipping ropes
are all signed out by a dedicated team of students each lunch recess.  It is so popular
that many items have gone missing over the year!

Jacqueline suggested that Canadian Tire money be collected from
students/parents/teachers, so that more equipment may be purchased.  Stittsville
Public School has done well with this program.

ACTION:  A jar will be placed in the office and will be run by school staff (Terri
Klassen).

Jacqueline informed Council that South Carleton has a program called “South
Carleton Reads” where the whole school stops to read for 20 minutes during the day.
 Students at South enjoy the program.  Jacqueline suggested that GMS adopt this
program.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Andrea Easton

Andrea submitted the Treasurer’s report (See attached Financial sheet).

Andrea stated that $1,000 will be going towards the Grade 8 Farewell ceremony.  An
e-mail to Gr. 6 or 7 parent volunteers is requested.  Gina Montgomery and Leigh-Anne
Sheldrick volunteered to purchase refreshments and man the tables.  Jacqueline
suggested that volunteers can also come from high school students looking for
volunteer hours.

ACTION:  Robyn will send out an e-mail.

ACTION:  Gina and Leigh-Anne to purchase refreshments, snacks and décor for
refreshment tables.

Kim Koa is on the Decorating committee for the Gr. 8 Farewell ceremony and will have
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a $250 budget for décor.

TREASURER’S REPORT (Cont’d) – Andrea Easton

Robyn stated that there will be 160 Grade 8 students graduating and 2 guests are
allowed per student.  Approximately 20 staff will also be attending the ceremony.

Andrea reported that the she has not yet received the cheque from the Sens ticket
fundraiser.  It was also late last year.  The remaining balance in the account will
transfer to next year.

HEALTH BAR REPORT – Rosanne Wall

Rosanne stated that there is nothing to report.

Robyn informed us that the Lunch Lady (Jonathan) is coming to GMS for two trials. 
There were some concerns with portion size (there not being enough food for some). 
Apparently, Jonathan was very impressed with our Health Bar.

Jacqueline reported that there have been some issues with the milk.  Some milk
came back from the students stating that it tasted and smelled bad.

NEW BUSINESS

Melissa went to Prescott and purchased two wrought-iron benches that will be
presented to two of GMS’ retiring teachers – Mrs. Crawford and Madame Glandon. 
Melissa stated that the plaques are being worked on and then she will take them in
for engraving.  Council conferred with Melissa on wording of the plaques as both
teachers have varying years of service at GMS.

The benches will be presented on Thurs., June 28 in the morning.  It is requested that
all of Council be present.

ACTION:  All Council to be present for bench presentation on June 28.

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD IN SEPTEMBER 2012.


