
GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL
MEETING MINUTES

LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library

DATE: Jan. 22, 2013 TIME:  6:30 p.m.

IN ATTENDANCE: Melissa Aitken Gina Montgomery
Leigh-Anne Sinclair Andrea Easton (Treasurer)
Dorothy Penney (V-Principal) Robyn Darragh (Principal)
Tracy Smith Andrea Davitt

ABSENT: Teacher Rep. Michele Clarke
Rosanne Wall Susan Rabb
Tricia Redmond Jo-Anne Schroeder

CO-CHAIRS: Melissa Aitken and Leigh-Anne Sinclair

SECRETARY: Gina Montgomery
                                                                                                                                                            

REVIEW AGENDA & PREVIOUS MINUTES

Melissa welcomed everyone to the meeting including Dorothy Penney, as our new
Vice-Principal.  Melissa also congratulated Robyn on her new appointment as the
new Principal. 

Melissa led a motion to approve the previous minutes from November 27th, 2012.  It
was seconded by Andrea.

Melissa led a motion to approve the agenda as is.  Leigh-Anne seconded the motion.

CHAIR REPORT – Melissa Aitken

Melissa and Leigh-Anne attended the presentation given by Constable Archibald on
Dec. 4th and stated that it was very well done and informative.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Robyn Darragh

Robyn expressed a thank you to all participants attending the first council meeting of
2013, and to be giving her first official Principal’s report.  Robyn was delighted to
introduce Dorothy Penney, as our new Vice-Principal.  She stated the she looked
forward to working together with her in ensuring that our students continue to be
provided with great opportunities inside and outside of the classroom and that the
transition be as seamless as possible.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh

Robyn stated that Chantal asked her to pass on a “thank you” to Council for the lovely
card and gift for her retirement.  Chantal was very touched with the thoughtfulness and
generosity of the GMS community.  She has also asked Robyn to share that she is
playing telephone tag with Helen Sutton’s daughter, Lynn and she hopes to have
more information soon about her input in naming the school’s library.  More
information to come!

Robyn thanked Council for their contribution to the Adirondack chairs.  They were a
definite hit and it was a nice reminder of Chantal’s time at GMS.

Mrs. Veaudry continues to be away on medical leave.  She will be undergoing a
second hip operation in March and will most likely not be returning for the remainder
of the school year.  We are pleased that Mrs. Cinq-Mars has agreed to stay on until
Mrs. Veaudry’s return.

Mr. Adams sustained a shoulder injury just prior to our return in January.  He will be
away for approximately a month.  Mr. Calvin Ferguson has joined us as Acting Chief
Custodian.

Mrs. Gallagher will return on Feb. 18th.

On behalf of the students, Robyn thanked Council for providing snacks in December
and January.  We extend a huge “thank you” to Gina, who shopped and delivered
these snacks!  One Grade 8 class felt that it was important to acknowledge their
appreciation for the snacks and they have created cards for each of you.

Robyn had applied for the “Apple a Day” grant and we were receiving a case of
delicious apples each week.  Unfortunately, due to unfavourable crops, this grant was
not possible.  The Education Foundation has decided though that they will provide
schools who qualify for this grant with $75.00/month to purchase healthy snacks from
January to June.  We are excited for this opportunity and we are thrilled that Gina has
kindly agreed to continue to purchase the snacks for us.

Robyn shared that we have recently been advised that Goulbourn will become home
to a new system class in September.  We will be hosting an Intermediate Gifted class.
 This is a result of the upcoming changes to Bridlewood ES.  Bridlewood will no
longer be a K to 8 school.  It will become a K to 6 school.  For those of you not familiar
with the system class application process, students who are identified as “gifted” are
offered spaces in system classes throughout the district at the Board level.  The
students who will be offered spaces at GMS will not necessarily live within our
catchment area, but it is possible that some of our students who are currently
identified as gifted will have the opportunity to remain at GMS.  We look forward to this
change!
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh

Safety is always our number one priority!  We had three mandatory fire drills in the fall
and one lockdown practice.  Given the recent events in the U.S., we have tightened a
few of our practices already and a few more doors will remain locked throughout the
day.  Our School Resource Officer, Constable Archibald, will be sharing what she
learned on a recent course at an upcoming staff meeting and we will be practicing
another lockdown in the next month.

Robyn advised that the work on our School Improvement Planning will be resuming at
the beginning of February.  We look forward to continuing to focus on improving our
instructional practices in Math and to provide rich tasks and problems where our
students are encouraged to be risk takers and critical thinkers.  We are now in our
third year of this cycle and we are thrilled that our Grade 8 Math teachers have joined
our Professional Learning Community.

Individual education plans and report cards are currently being worked on by our staff.
 They will go home on February 6th.  No formal interview times have been set aside for
this purpose, however, if there are any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate
to contact your child’s teacher.

Robyn stated that Term 2 officially begins at GMS on Monday, January 28th.  This will
have some small impacts on the children.  The biggest change will be for our Grade 7
and 8 students.  If your child had Music in Term 1, they will move on to Visual Arts in
Term 2.  If your child had Visual Arts in Term 1, they will now have Music.  If your child
had History in Term 1, they will now switch to Geography and vice versa.  For our
Grade 6 students, Term 2 signals the beginning of Instrumental Music!

TEACHER’S REPORT – Robyn Darragh

Grade 8 graduation photos are to take place on Wed., January 23rd.  Students have
been asked to wear white dress shirts/blouses.  Boys should wear ties.

In dance, Julia and Raul from Luv2Groove are back for our second Dance unit.  The
students are currently learning some impressive country line dance moves!

On Fri., Dec. 7th, the South Carleton High School Concert Band and a small guitar
ensemble performed for GMS students.  It was wonderful to see so many alumni in
the band, and it was even better to watch the toe tapping of our current students
during their performances.  They were outstanding and really provided a great
opportunity for our students to see a variety of instruments and some amazing talent! 
Percussion solos, guitar ensembles, jazz tunes and classics were all performed – a
great way to head into the holidays!
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TEACHER’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh

On Tues., Dec. 13th during period 2, our own GMS Concert Band and Jazz Band
performed for their peers and parents.  Due to some scheduling difficulties, some
parents were unable to attend, however, it was nice to see so many in the crowd (40 –
50 were in attendance).  Both bands worked very hard to perform that day and with
only six lunchtime rehearsals under their belt, they did a fantastic job!  The Concert
Band played three pieces, Jazz Band two pieces and Darcie and Janessa performed
a Christmas tune on their cello and violin.  What talent we have here at GMS!

In January this year there will be a Music/Visual Arts switch.  Music and Visual Arts are
being delivered by term.  So, on Jan. 28th, Mrs. Wiggins is saying goodbye to 7B,
EF7B, MF7A, 8B, 8D and EF8A, and saying hello to 7A, 7C, EF7A, 8A, 8C and EF8B for
music.

Band is currently “on hold” until after March 1st.  Please stay tuned for further
information.

Wiggins Centre is heading up the initiative at GMS which raises money for clean water
projects around the world.  Together with RBC, “Free the Children” and “WE are the
Change”, GMS students will be collecting pennies all spring in order to assist other
children globally.

“Take part in Canada’s largest penny drive, and use the penny bag while collecting
your pennies.  For every $25 bag you will provide clean water to one person – for life!”

Goulbourn students can make a difference in the lives of many children around the
world by collecting pennies and creating awareness in their own communities.

Wiggins Centre have ordered 25 penny bags, so let the “change” begin!

The Great Canadian Geography Challenge will be up and running in intermediate
classrooms soon.  Grade 6 will start later in the term.

Mrs. Mulligan and Mrs. Roesler have registered us in the Red Maple and Silver Birch
reading programs and the books have been made available since before Christmas. 
They are being circulated during library and class reading times.  Many students are
avidly reading – a few Red Maple readers already have read 5 of the 10 novels!

The Christmas Dance that was cancelled due to a “snow day” will be rescheduled to
a “Valentine’s Dance” in February.
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TREASURER’S REPORT – Andrea Easton

Andrea advised us that the OCDSB/Ministry cheques for the Parent Engagement
program were lost by the bank.

Andrea also stated that there was one family leaving GMS, so she was removing them
from subsidy and another was leaving the school and will be receiving a refund.

An NSF food cheque from Oct. for $154 has been paid.  There are still two
outstanding, one for $199 and one for $197.55.

Council contribution for Chantal’s retirement gift was $92.38.

Health snacks reimbursement to Gina for providing snacks for students was $58.12
for January.

Andrea stated that the January milk cheques were deposited and February will be the
remaining food cheques that will be deposited.

FUNDRAISING REPORT – Melissa Aitken/Rosanne Wall

Melissa advised that we collected $455.50 from the Equator coffee fundraiser in early
December.  We made a $148.40 profit.

Rosanne will be organizing  a Cake Walk in the spring.

HEALTH BAR REPORT – Melissa Aitken

Feedback on the Lunch Lady is coming back as very good.

PREVIOUS BUSINESS

Chantal is continuing her work on the library naming.

All agreed that it was a great idea to continue to have healthy snacks for the students. 
Gina agreed to purchase and deliver snacks.



GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL 6
MEETING MINUTES

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business.

ADJOURNMENT

Melissa motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Gina seconded the motion.  Meeting
adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD TUES., FEBRUARY 26, 2013 @ 6:30 P.M.


