
GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL
MEETING MINUTES

LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library

DATE: Feb. 26, 2013 TIME:  6:30 p.m.

IN ATTENDANCE: Melissa Aitken Gina Montgomery
Leigh-Anne Sinclair Andrea Easton (Treasurer)
Robyn Darragh (Principal) Chantal Racine (A/VP)
Tracy Smith Susan Rabb
Michele Clarke

ABSENT: Teacher Rep. Rosanne Wall
Andrea Davitt Tricia Redmond
Jo-Anne Schroeder

CO-CHAIRS: Melissa Aitken and Leigh-Anne Sinclair

SECRETARY: Gina Montgomery
                                                                                                                                                            

REVIEW AGENDA & PREVIOUS MINUTES

Melissa welcomed everyone to the meeting including Chantal Racine, as our Acting
Vice-Principal.

Melissa led a motion to approve the previous minutes from January 22nd, 2013.  It
was seconded by Leigh-Anne.

Melissa led a motion to approve the agenda as is.  Michele seconded the motion.

CHAIR REPORT – Melissa Aitken

Melissa advised us that there is a committee being formed, which includes the A.
Lorne Cassidy, Stittsville Public and Westwind Public communities, to advocate for a
new high school to be built in Stittsville.  The MPP from Carleton Place, Jack
MacLaren, Shad Qadri and Lynn Scott met last Friday.  Melissa has not seen the
minutes yet and will share them at next month’s meeting.

ACTION:  Melissa to bring minutes from meeting regarding proposed new high
school.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Robyn Darragh

Robyn expressed a thank you to all joining us this evening.  This month has been a
very busy one at the school.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh

Robyn welcomed back Chantal as our Acting Vice-Principal while Miss Penney has
been away training other educators on Restorative Practices.  It has also been an
education opportunity for students who did not truly understand what the concept of
retirement was.

We held our Annual Pancake Day and we would like to thank Melissa, Gina, Andrea
D., Chantal and Mrs. Neehring for participating in this event.  Without your help, this
tradition would not have been possible for our students.  We would also like to thank
Mrs. Kavanagh for organizing the parents and Mrs. Daoust for purchasing the
supplies.  Students in Graydon Centre made some cards to say “THANK YOU”!

The February Gouldies assembly was held on Feb. 13th.  Students who received PINK
mittens on the Character Tree were recognized and were given a “Character Counts”
pin.  We acknowledged all of the students who earned Honour Roll Recognition for
Term 1.  Sixty-two students earned this recognition.  We also celebrated the skills of
our Foul Shooters.

That same afternoon, our students had the opportunity to participate in the activity
afternoon which included a Valentine’s Dance, movie or computer lab activities.  We
would like to thank Mrs. Hillsdon and Mrs. Roesler for coordinating these activities.

Today was Toonie Tuesday.  Students were encouraged to bring in a two dollar
donation to wear their pyjamas.  The funds raised today as well as our Reindeer
Games funds will be given to the Education Foundation.  The Education Foundation
works with teachers, administrators and social workers to remove economic barriers
to successful learning.  We raised approximately $300.00.  Tomorrow is Pink Shirt
Day.  Students and staff are encouraged to demonstrate their exemplary character by
wearing pink to symbolize that Greyhounds do not tolerate bullying.

We are in the beginning stages of getting GMS on Twitter as another means of
communication.  Today at a PD session for new Principals, we were encouraged to
set up a school Twitter account.  You are welcome to ‘follow us’ @ GMSGreyhounds. 
More information will be available in our February e-news.

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board is hosting a public information evening to
provide details to interested parents regarding the intermediate gifted program that
will open at Goulbourn Middle School in September 2013.  Council representation
would be most welcome on March 7th from 7 – 9 p.m. in the Library.

TEACHER’S REPORT – Robyn Darragh

The Grade 7 and 8 Geo Challenge took place on February 22nd.  Each class had the
opportunity to have one representative ‘compete’ to become the school
representative. 
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TEACHER’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh

After twenty-five very challenging questions, three Grade 7 students claimed the top
three spots.  Congratulations to Nolan Arthurs, who came in first place.  He will now
represent the school in an on-line challenge.  Second place honours went to Matthew
Kaiser and third place to Adam Rehman.  We wish Nolan the best of luck during the
next phase of the competition.

This year Mrs. Hillsdon would like to introduce some yoga techniques into her Phys.
Ed. Class.  She is looking for some help in the following ways. - 1.  Do you have any
older (but still usable) yoga mats you would be willing to donate to the school?  2.  If
you have any contacts, where I could get a good deal on purchasing (2 class sets of
yoga mats); I’d love to hear from you.  Thanks in advance for your support of my new
endeavour.

Andrea stated that she would ask at her work to see what she can do.

ACTION:  Andrea to look into getting a deal on 50-60 yoga mats.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Andrea Easton

Andrea advised that the fundraising cheque from The Lunch Lady for Oct., Nov. and
Dec. totalled $95.90.

Andrea stated that the one family leaving GMS was issued a refund.

The February food cheques were deposited and one student on food subsidy that
was supposed to leave GMS did not leave.  The student’s food subsidies were re-
instated.

Andrea advised that the bank has deposited the OCDSB cheques.

Melissa led a motion to give Robyn $7,000 from council funds.  It was suggested that
$5,000 go towards computers and $2,000 go towards cultural.  Gina seconded the
motion.  All in agreement.

Robyn stated that monies raised from Hot Dog and Popcorn Days are being used to
subsidize the Grade 8 School Trip on June 19th & 20th.  So far, there are 107 students
attending the trip.

FUNDRAISING REPORT – Melissa Aitken/Rosanne Wall

Melissa advised that Rosanne will be running the Cake Walk in April.
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Susan suggested getting Vesey Bulbs as a fundraiser.

ACTION:  Susan to look after getting info. out for May

FOOD PROGRAM REPORT – Melissa Aitken

Melissa advised that Rosanne will come to one of our next meetings to discuss
passing on this position.

PREVIOUS BUSINESS

Chantal is continuing her work on the library naming.   She successfully got a hold of
Helen Sutton’s daughter to ask if it’s OK to start this process.  Helen’s daughter was
elated to hear that we would honour her mother in this way.

A committee will be established to get this process going.  Melissa requested that
Chantal give her a checklist for the procedure on this.

ACTION:  Chantal to forward Melissa a checklist regarding the procedure for the
library naming.

NEW BUSINESS

The Grade 8 Graduation was brought up.  Robyn clarified that the ceremony is held on
the last Wed. of the school year and approximately $800 was spent last year on
decorations and refreshments by the Decorating Committee.  More information to be
discussed later regarding the Grade 8 Grad.  There will be 147 Grade 8 students
graduating this year.

With regards to the extracurricular update, there is nothing new to report at this time. 
Andrea continues to come in every Thurs. to supervise band practice.  A big “thank
you” goes out to Andrea.

ADJOURNMENT

Melissa motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Gina seconded the motion.  Meeting
adjourned at 7:21 p.m.

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD TUES., MARCH 26, 2013 @ 6:30 P.M.


