
GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL
MEETING MINUTES

LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library

DATE: 28 April 2015 TIME:  6:30 p.m.

IN ATTENDANCE: Melissa Aitken Christina Sunstrum
Karen Bell Jennifer Tackabury
Robyn Darragh (Principal) Kristina Ducas
Dorothy Penney (V.P.) Terri Klassen
Liana Gallant

ABSENT: Rosanne Wall Susan Rabb
Susanne Bowen Marcie Kwindt 
Casey Edwards     Barb Friesen
Mona Beimers 

CHAIR: Melissa Aitken

SECRETARY: Kristina Ducas

WELCOME

Meeting was called to order at 6:34 pm.

Agenda & Minutes

Motion to approve March Agenda: 1st - Kristina, 2nd - Melissa.
Motion to approve February Minutes: 1st - Melissa, 2nd - Karen.

CHAIR REPORT – MELISSA AITKEN

Parent Information Session Internet Safety and Awareness
As parents, awareness of available technology and how youth are using it is vital to starting the
conversation on Internet safety. In this information session presented by Cst. Paul McCormack 
(SRO) of the Ottawa Police Services parents will learn how to have that open discussion with 
respect to your child's use of the Internet. The session will take place at Earl of March 
Secondary School on Thursday 30 April at 7:00 pm. Everyone is welcome to attend. Topics of 
discussion will include:

 popular trends in Internet use
 various apps of which parents should be aware
 legal implications surrounding internet usage

Goulbourn Middle School presents Disney's Peter Pan Jr. 
Treat yourself to a magical, musical adventure this month as Goulbourn Middle School presents
Disney's Peter Pan Jr. Goulbourn's gym will be transformed into Neverland. Join the fun and 
support the over 100 students who have experienced the 'Theatre Experience' in a number of 
ways: acting, singing, stage and set design, props and costume creation, tech and stage crew.
Tickets are available for the general public to take in one of the two 7:00 pm performances, 
Wednesday 29 April and Thursday 30 April. Tickets are $5.00 per person in advance or at the 
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door, and proceeds are used to support production costs. Come early and browse the 
Scholastic Book Fair in the library.

Berrigan Elementary School Annual Community Garage Sale
It's that time of year again and Berrigan Elementary School (BES) Parent Council is excited to 
be organizing their Annual Community Garage Sale. The sale is on Saturday 9 May from 7:00 
am until 12:00 pm. Tables are $30 and going quickly. It is a family friendly event, with over 40 
vendors. Last year the event attracted over 1300 people. They have Mother's Day giveaways, 
face painting, a Plant Sale, and more. For anyone interested in becoming a vendor, or for more 
information, please contact them at besgaragesale@gmail.com. The sale is held indoors, so it's 
a rain or shine event. A great way to support both Berrigan ES and the community.

Workshop - Anxiety in Children; Helping Parents Build Resilient Kids
Dr. Phil Ritchie, a Clinical Psychologist with the Children's Hospital Of Eastern Ontario, will 
present a workshop on Anxiety In Our Children on Wednesday 29 April at 7:00 pm at Le Phare 
Elementary School. Dr. Ritchie will guide parents through topics including: helping children 
manage stress and stressful situations; pressure to do well at school; tips on raising our children
to be more resilient; and how to deal with and speak to a child showing signs of anxiety.

Afternoon Tea with Princesses
Everyone is cordially invited to a special fundraiser event of Afternoon Tea with Princesses at 
Fisher Park / Summit School on Saturday 2 May. Enjoy tea, lemonade and cookies while visited
by the Princesses. Two sittings are available at 1:00 pm and 3:00 pm. Proceeds will help build a
safety village at Crystal Bay Centre for Special Education.

Stephen Leacock Public School Hearts for the Homeless
If people have gently used jeans and/or clothing for children, men and women available for 
donation, the students at Stephen Leacock Public School would appreciate stopping by their 
school and dropping off donations in the bins located in the front foyer. This is a student led 
fundraiser designed to help those in the community who are struggling with poverty and 
homelessness. Stephen Leacock is located at 25 Leacock Dr. in Kanata.

Come try it   All City of Ottawa   Fitness
From 27 April to 3 May, everyone is invited to participate in Ottawa's aquafitness, cycling and 
group fitness classes or workout in the conditioning centres FREE of charge. Simply visit one of 
the participating facilities to set up a free membership access card. This is a great opportunity to
‘test drive’ the conditioning centres and the group exercise classes people have always wanted 
to try. Try before you buy and discover a new and healthy you.

Cake Walk
Cake walk will be Monday 11 May in the gym. Help is needed to run this event. To volunteer 
please contact Rosanne Wall.

Of Note
A motion was sent out for email voting on 17 April for the spending of up to $5,000 by Council 
for gym equipment. Total cost was $2,063.53 based on the following items from the school's 
wish list:

 20 footballs,
 25 composite basketballs,
 12 Nerf footballs,

2/6



GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL
MEETING MINUTES

 12 Gator dodgeballs,
 12 birdies,
 2 full sets of goalie equipment,
 20 floor hockey blades, and
 30 pairs of safety glasses.

PRINCIPAL REPORT – ROBYN DARRAGH

Projections for 2015/2016 School Year
For the office, April is all about staffing and projections for 2015-2016. The projected enrollment 
is 374 students. Like this year, there will have sixteen centres; three grade 6, six grade 7, five 
grade 8, one GLP and one Congregated Gifted class. Mme Bracewell and Mme Gallaugher will 
be returning in September. Unfortunately, this will conclude M. Adel’s assignment at Goulbourn 
as a long term occasional teacher. More information about the organization and tentative 
assignments will be shared at the May meeting.

 Parent Information Session
A very successful information session for the parents of incoming students was held on 9 April.  
Goulbourn came to life in the evening and parents had the opportunity to experience what 
makes the school so special. The evening was well attended and guests were impressed with 
the school and student ambassadors who either performed or were on hand to speak to a 
variety of programs.  
 
Tell Them From Me Survey
The Tell Them From Me survey has been closed and staff will be spending some time in 
upcoming weeks reviewing the results. A summary of the information will be shard at the May 
council meeting.
 
Feeder School Collaboration
On 7 April, GMS grade 6 Math teachers met with Math teachers from Munster ES and 
Richmond PS to increase collaboration among GMS' feeder schools in the continued quest to 
support each other in further improving Math instruction in the Junior division.
 
Collaborative Inquiry Workshop
On 15 April, GMS staff members were treated to a half day workshop on Collaborative Inquiry 
by Damian Cooper, an independent education consultant who specializes in helping schools 
and school districts improve their instructional and assessment skills. The staff was very 
pleased that the OCDSB provided them with this opportunity. To learn more Damian Cooper, 
information and videos can be found on the school website.
 
Sexting Presentation
On Tuesday 21 April, grade 7 and 8 students took part in an Ottawa Police presentation on 
sexting. Sexting is the act of sending sexually explicit messages or photos electronically through
cell phones or other devices. GMS School Resource Officer, Cst. Hupe, provided students with 
the opportunity to learn about why sexting is dangerous, how they can protect themselves from 
getting involved, and the serious legal consequences of participating and being in possession of
sexual images of minors.

Emergency Procedures Practice
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GMS completed their final lockdown practice of the school year and received positive feedback 
from members of the Ottawa Police. GMS also held their first of three Fire Drills for the spring 
term and are taking advantage of warm weather to complete these compulsory safety 
procedures.

Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony
The grade 8 School Leaving Ceremonies will be held in the GMS gymnasium on Wednesday 24
June. Due to the large number of grade 8 students this year, the school will be hosting two 
ceremonies:

1. The first ceremony for students in Gallo, Mullins, Roesler and Shipley Centres 
will take place from 8:15 am to approximately 9:30 am. 

2. The second ceremony for students in Friesen, Smith, Terrade and Thompson 
Centres will take place from 10:30 am to approximately 11:45 am. 

Students will receive a maximum of four tickets for guests. Following each ceremony, students 
and guests will be invited to a small reception sponsored by the School Council at the front of 
the school.  Guests from the first ceremony will need to vacate the premises promptly by 10:00 
am to allow for guests for the second ceremony to arrive and register. Due to the lack of on-site 
parking, we would encourage families to carpool.
After the two ceremonies, there will be the opportunity for students to purchase a special lunch 
and participate in a dance. More detailed information regarding this special occasion will be 
provided later in May and June. 
 
EQAO Assessments
Grade 3 and 6 students in Ontario take the EQAO assessment of Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics in May or June of each year. The assessments are administered in the classroom 
in six 100 minute blocks. This year, the grade 6 students will be writing the Junior assessment 
27, 28, 29 May and 1 June. Although staff will try to make up tests missed due to student 
absences on 2 June, staff ask that you avoid scheduling non-emergency medical, dental and 
other appointments or holidays on test days. 
 
Potential Strike Action
Effective 10 May, elementary teachers will be in a legal strike position across the province. This 
does not necessarily mean that members will engage in legal strike action as of that date. This 
information is being shared in case parents wish to purchase insurance for the year end grade 8
trip to receive a full refund. There is no way to determine if this will impact the trip, however, the 
deadline for insurance applications will no longer be accepted once the ‘work to rule’ occurs.

 TEACHER REPORT – TERRI KLASSEN

Peter Pan Musical
The Musical is being performed this week: one matinee on Wednesday attended by students 
from feeder schools Richmond, Munster, John Young, Stittsville and Westwind. There is another
matinee on Thursday for GMS students, and two evening performances, 29 and 30 April at 7:00
pm. The show is about an hour long and tickets are $5.00 in advance or at the door. Proceeds 
are used to support production costs. The production incorporates a third of the school 
population working in various capacities, having a real theatre experience.

Scholastic Book Fair
Scholastic book fair is Wednesday 29 April and Thursday 30 April, including 6-7 pm.

Red Maple Reading Club
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65 Grade 7 and 8 students participated in the Red Maple Reading Club this year. Red Maple 
Voting was Monday. Once collected, all of the new novels will be available in the library for the 
GMS population to enjoy.
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Yearbooks
Yearbook orders are due Friday 1 May. Students must preorder their yearbook which will be 
delivered at the end of June. The yearbook is for all students, in all grades and is filled with 
memories from the year.

New Physical Education Equipment
A huge thank you goes to the parent council and especially Melissa for all the great new 
physical education equipment. Mr Wolf, who supervises the floor hockey intramurals, was 
especially impressed with the new hockey pads and helmets. Thank you also for the new 
football uniforms, which came too late for the season this year but will still be featured in the 
yearbook photos. 

Future Aces
GMS Future Aces are planning an event at school that will use their leadership skills and 
celebrate the upcoming PanAm / ParaPanAm Games. They will be running Phys Ed classes on 
13, 14, and 15 May (supervised by teachers) and leading students through activities that 
simulate actual games played by ParaPanAm athletes. Of special note, one of the athletes 
swimming in the PanAm games is former Goulbourn Greyhound Erika Seltenreich-Hodgson.

Junior Basketball
Coaches Mme Bird and Mrs Hillsdon, along with their student helpers Enzo K. and Emily T., 
have been holding lunchtime practices for the jr girls/boys basketball team. The tournaments will
be held at WOM and are scheduled on 12 May for the girls and 13 May for the boys, in the 
afternoon.

Student Council Activities
Popcorn Fundraiser - Student council was hard at work organizing a popcorn fundraiser this 
past Friday. They're hoping to be able to hold another one along with a fun "summer time" 
(warm) fundraiser in June. Stay Tuned.

Spring Dance - Student Council is also organizing a spring dance (activity afternoon) on the 
15th of May in the afternoon.

Spring Music Concert
A spring music concert will be held 27 May at 7:00 pm and will include the Jazz Band, Concert 
Band, Guitar Club, and the G Notes.

TREASURER REPORT – CHRISTINA SUNSTRUM

Funds Breakdown
Breakdown of Profit and Loss and Balance Sheet to the end of March 2015 can be found at 
Annex A. Of note is the inclusion of a Milk and Juice bill, which is the first of this bill this year. 

Projections
If council did nothing, there would be about $13,000 in the bank. Normally, council maintain a 
balance of about $5,000 to $8,000. As the school is likely to have a wish list it was decided that 
at this point it would be best to leave the amount in the bank for the next school year. The idea 
of teacher allocations was discussed and what has been done previously at GMS and other 
area schools. Since there was no quorum a motion will be tabled at the May meeting.
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FOOD PROGRAM REPORT – MELISSA AITKEN

The food program is still progressing well. New ideas for hot lunch items were discussed 
including Kung Fu Bistro and Baked Potatoes. Melissa will discuss these ideas with the food 
program coordinator. Hot dog days will continue again next year with hot dogs being available 
every second Thursday.

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting was adjourned at 7:21 p.m. The last GMS Council meeting of the 2014/2015 school 
year will be held on Tuesday 26 May 2015 at 6:30 pm.
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Goulbourn Middle School Council
Profit & Loss

August 2014 through March 2015

Aug 14 - Mar 15
Ordinary Income/Expense

Income
The Lunch Lady 176.75
Fundraising

Little Caesars Pizza 570.00
Cookie Walk 796.10
Equator Coffee 181.45

Total Fundraising 1,547.55

Council Subsidies -310.25
Food Programs 35,434.74
OCDSB Grant 500.00
The Lunch Lady (2013/14) 95.90

Total Income 37,444.69

Cost of Goods Sold
Food Programs Expenses

Milk / Juice 4,020.36
Quiznos Subs ,2099.00
Hot Lunches Website 262.50
Supplies 155.72
Pizza 7,342.47
Extreme Pita 2,438.85
Booster Juice 3,036.34

Food Programs Expenses 19,355.24

Total COGS 19,344.24

Gross Profit 18,089.45

Expense
OCASC Membership 35.00
Bank Charges 7.60
Grade 8 Grad Expenses (2013/14) 179.27
PayPal Fees 778.49

Total Expense 1,000,36

Net Ordinary Income 17,089.09

Other Income/Expenses
Other Expense

GMS 100.00
Transfer to GMS (Needs Assmt) 5,500.00

Total Other Expense 5,600.00

Net Other Income -5,600.00

Net Income 11,489.09
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Goulbourn Middle School Council
Balance Sheet

as of 31 March 2015

31 Mar 15
ASSETS

Current Assets
Chequing/Savings

TD Canada Trust 27,733,24

Total Chequing/Savings 27,733,24

Other Current Assets
*Undeposited Funds 57.90

Total Other Current Assets 57.90

Total Current Assets 27,791.14

TOTAL ASSETS 27,791.14

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable

Accounts Payable 4,020.36

Total Accounts Payable 4,020.36

Total Current Liabilities 4,020.36

Total Liabilities 4,020.36
Equity

Opening Balance Equity 12,281.69
Net Income 11,489.09

Total Equity 23,770.78

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 27,791.14
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