
GOULBOURN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
LOCATION: Goulbourn Middle School Library 
 
DATE: Apr. 23, 2013 TIME:  6:30 p.m. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Melissa Aitken Gina Montgomery 
 Leigh-Anne Sinclair Robyn Darragh (Principal) 
 Dorothy Penney (VP) Terri Klassen 
 Rosanne Wall Michele Clarke 
 Susan Rabb Andrea Davitt 
 Mona Beimers Fiona Livingstone  
    
ABSENT: Andrea Easton Tricia Redmond 
 Jo-Anne Schroeder Tracy Smith 
 
CO-CHAIRS: Melissa Aitken and Leigh-Anne Sinclair  
 
SECRETARY: Gina Montgomery  
               
 
REVIEW AGENDA & PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 
Melissa welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
Melissa led a motion to approve the previous minutes with a noted change of date (Feb. 
26, 2013, should be March 26, 2013).  It was seconded by Leigh-Anne. 
 
Melissa led a motion to approve the agenda as is.  Michele seconded the motion. 
 
 
CHAIR REPORT – Melissa Aitken 
 
Melissa advised us that there will be a Meeting for Management of School Funds.  
OCAS are having a Q & A session for parents of students with IEP’s on May 13 at 
Woodroffe High School. 
 
Other information shared was Sunshine Camp for Grade 6 & 7’s and there will be open 
auditions this Saturday for choir. 
 
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Robyn Darragh 
  
Robyn expressed a thank you to all joining us this evening. 
 
Robyn advised that we have received our teaching allocation from the Planning Dept. 
for the 2013-2014 school year and are pleased to share that next year, we will have a 
total of 17 homeroom classes, which is two more than our current allocation.  This is 
based  
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh 
  
on a total enrolment of 399 students. 
 
We will have the following:  2 – Grade 6 classes (1 English and 1 middle French 
immersion), 7 – Grade 7 classes (4 English, 2 early immersion and 1 middle 
immersion), 6 – Grade 8 classes (3 English, 2 early immersion and 1 middle 
immersion), 1 – Grade 7/8 Gifted class and 1 GLP (General Learning Program) class. 
 
Robyn stated that we will be looking to hire three teachers during our staffing rounds 
which begin May 1st.  We hope to be able to share the names of our new staff members 
prior to the end of the year. 
 
While no homerooms will be outside in portables next year, we have requested two 
additional portables to meet the needs of our rotary teachers.  This request has been 
approved on the preliminary list. 
 
Robyn advised that GMS will be hosting a Parent Information evening for all of our new 
families (incoming 6’s, 7’s and Gifted) on Thurs., May 23.  Letters have been sent out to 
our five feeder schools. 
 
We will be inviting our students to come for an Orientation visit and tour in June.  There 
will be three sessions total.  All schools have been invited to attend and we look forward 
to their RSVP. 
 
Robyn stated that we are thrilled to report that almost all of our Grade 8 team will be 
going to Montreal with their students in June.  In total, there will be 15 chaperones with 
109 students. 
 
We have just completed our second day of the “Tell Them from Me” survey.  There is 
one day remaining at our school to wrap up our data collection.  It is important for Miss 
Penney and I to hear the “student voices” in our building and we are confident that this 
survey will be effective in helping us better meet the needs of our students. 
 
As reported in a previous Principal report, Robyn stated that we are delighted to be 
welcoming Dr. Eva Olssen, a holocaust survivor, to GMS on Thursday, April 25 at 12:45 
p.m.  She will speak on the effects of bullying and the importance of not being a 
bystander to injustice.  We look forward to hearing her story. 
 
Robyn advised that Education Week is May 6 to May 10.  The district theme this year is 
“Moving from Great to Excellent in Education.”  Many classes will be opening their doors 
to parents that week.  We are currently finalizing our plans and information will be 
forthcoming to parents via e-mail and on the website. 
 
Robyn stated that we are still looking for a parent or community member to join us as 
part of our safe school’s team at the Safe Schools Conference on May 3.  Please let me 
know if you are interested and I will happily register you. 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh 
 
As this is National Volunteer Week, Dorothy and I wanted to take a moment to thank 
you for all that you do for Goulbourn Middle School.  Your dedication to our students, 
school and community is very much appreciated.  GMS is a better place due to your 
contributions.  Here is a small token of our appreciation. 
 
Other updates:  Robyn advised that she has heard from Principal Slingerland at 
Munster ES.  His staff still use the yoga mats and they are not available for our use. 
 
With regards to the library naming, Robyn just received confirmation from our 
Communications Dept. at the OCDSB that we can go ahead with our consultation piece. 
They feel that it is comprehensive.  Chantal is currently away and once she is back at 
home, Robyn will ask her to begin writing the paragraph about what makes Helen 
Sutton the ideal choice.  Gina will be sending in former student anecdotes and Kathy 
Roesler is gathering information from former colleagues.  Once I receive the information 
from Chantal, I will put together an e-mail blast.  More information to follow. 
 
Exit outcomes have been submitted from GMS Council’s feedback on the electronic 
form.  Thank you for your participation. 
 
Robyn advised that she has been in contact with Lisa Gowans in Planning and invited 
her to join us at our next School Council meeting.  She stated that this is not the usual 
practice, but she happily provided the following information about the Capital Funding 
Process. 
 
“At this time Ministry funding for new schools is provided to school boards in Ontario as 
part of a capital priorities process.  This process involves each school board in the 
province providing the Ministry with an approved, ranked listing of its capital needs.  The 
most recent process included only those project needs with forecasted completion dates 
no later than the 2015-2016 school year.  The Ministry then reviews all submissions and 
provides a capital funding allocation for projects they deem most urgent.” 
 
“The Ministry is currently working on formalizing a more regular capital priorities 
schedule which would see Boards submitting a requested project list annually.  Over the 
past few years, the process has taken place in a more ad-hoc fashion with the most 
recent submission in May 2012.  Previous submissions by the Board occurred in 2008 
and 2011.” 
 
“Staff examine a number of variables in determining which projects are to be submitted 
for consideration, and their individual ranking.  These factors include:  existing 
accommodation pressures by school and by area; projected enrolment and impact on 
need; availability of local solutions; student access; and timing of accommodation 
need.” 
 
“Please note that the Board is currently in the midst of a process which would result in 
the creation of a more formal framework for future capital priorities decision-making.  
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This framework would include a set of defined criteria to be considered as part of the  
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (CONT’D) – Robyn Darragh 
 
process.  This process is ongoing and it is hoped that it will be in place for the next 
round of capital priorities decision-making.” 
 
“The construction of a new secondary school in Stittsville has been one of the Board’s 
priorities in each of its previous capital submissions to the Ministry and continues to be 
an important project.” 
 
 
TEACHER’S REPORT – Terri Klassen 
 
Terri advised that yearbooks are on sale for the next week and a half. 
 
The Girls’ and Boys’ Volleyball teams had their final tournaments at A. Lorne Cassidy 
last week.  Both teams won games handily, but did not advance past the semi-finals. 
 
Our Canadian Tire fund grew to almost $100 before we could purchase 12 new footballs 
and 4 new Nerf footballs for the Phys. Ed. program. 
 
Some funding was granted to purchase new badly-needed Phys. Ed. equipment.   We 
replaced 12 basketballs, 12 volleyballs, 24 pinnies, 8 rubber chickens and purchased a 
Tchoukball set to start a new sport in the school. 
 
Badminton teams were assembled and are practicing for their tournaments coming up 
April 30 and May 1. 
 
Plans are in the works for a relay for life in May (3rd week).  There are a number of 
Grade 8 students taking a leadership role on this. 
 
Soccer tryouts will be starting up the first week of May for the Senior Girls and Boys 
teams (coached by Mr. Peacock and Mlle Norton).  The tournament is in the first week 
of June (no date determined yet). 
 
In Science & Tech, the Grade 7’s were challenged to build the best model chair, using 
only toilet paper rolls, newspaper and masking tape.  The requirements were that it had 
to fit in a 30 cm by 30 cm box and that it hold a brick.  The results were phenomenal!   
We are already starting to build truss bridges using basswood and hot glue.  We can 
hardly wait to see which ones are the most efficient. 
 
Thanks to the Council’s funding, we purchased 8 copies of each of this year’s Red 
Maple fiction novels, as well as 2 copies of each of the non-fiction selections for Grade 
7 and 8 readers.  Despite our inability to run the reading programs at lunch hours this 
year, 85 Grade 7 and 8 students participated in the Red Maple Reading Program.  
Thirty percent of those students read 5 or more of the Canadian fiction novels (since 
December) in order to vote (on April 22) and many managed to read all 10 novels!  All 
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voters will be celebrating with cake and juice when the official Red Maple winner is  
TEACHER’S REPORT – Terri Klassen 
 
announced in Toronto in May.  All of this year’s Red Maple novels will join the hundreds 
of previous Red Maple novels added to the GMS library over the past ten years for all to 
enjoy! 
 
Terri advised that “Write On”, an optional free writing opportunity, is up and running on 
Day 3 in the lab.  Please let us know if you are aware of any writing competitions 
between now and June. 
 
This spring, GMS students took part in a month-long campaign to raise money for clean 
water for those in need.  Students in Wiggins Center organized the “We Create Change 
Penny Drive” in conjunction with Free the Children and RBC, setting a goal of $750 or 
clean water for 30 people for life.  Each day Wiggins Center counted the pennies 
(72,384 of them) and updated the bar graph tally and water drop to indicate the GMS 
donations.  Norton Centre raised the most, over $176, with Friesen Centre a close 
second with over $153.  A total of $775.00, which included $723.84 collected in pennies 
and an additional $51.16 in other donations, will give clean water to 31 people!  We 
have selected the country of Sierra Leone as our donation recipient. 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Andrea Easton 
 
Andrea report for April showed this year’s Cake Walk profit of $1,243.86.  Last year’s 
profit was higher at $1,411.84. 
 
 
FUNDRAISING REPORT – Melissa Aitken/Rosanne Wall 
 
Melissa advised that there was nothing to report in fundraising. 
 
Susan apologized for not getting the Vesey Bulb information out in time.  It was agreed 
that we would try again in the fall.                                                                                      
 
                                 
FOOD PROGRAM REPORT – Rosanne Wall 
 
Rosanne stated that there will be many co-ordinator positions in various food areas as 
many of the current volunteers will be retiring.  The following food co-ordinators are 
needed for:  Booster Juice, Pizza, Subs and Milk.  It was agreed that an e-mail blast go 
out to parents regarding the upcoming positions. 
 
 
 NEW BUSINESS 
 
Leigh-Anne brought up discussing the Grade 8 Grad Ceremony.  Robyn advised that 
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the Grade 8 Grad will be on Wed., June 26.  Students are allowed up to 2 guests 
maximum  
NEW BUSINESS (CONT’D) 
 
each and the ceremony is approximately 1 ½ hours in length in the gym.  A refreshment  
area is generally held outside (weather permitting) after the ceremony.  Parents can 
then either sign out their students to take them out for lunch or students can stay at the 
school for a catered lunch followed by a dance in the afternoon.  The DJ for the dance 
has been booked.  Parents and students volunteer with staff to decorate, purchase and 
set up for the ceremony.  Leigh-Anne suggested that there be a “special area” 
designated for students to take pictures with their friends.  It was noted that 
approximately $799.00 was spent last year on the Grade 8 Grad. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Melissa motioned to adjourn the meeting.   Gina seconded the motion.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD TUES., MAY 28, 2013 @ 6:30 P.M. 


